Chapter Sixteen
I  SABOTAGE  AN  ARMISTICE
DURING THE OCCUPATION OF RUMANIA BY THE ARMIES OF THE
Central Powers in the Great War, the Germans had carried
off1 almost the entire rolling-stock of the conquered country,
as well as the greater part of its food-supplies and cattle.
In Bucharest the factories were stripped of their machines,
and almost all the cars and bicycles, and even metal articles
in private houses, were requisitioned for use in Germany,
whose armament industry suffered even in those days from a
lack of raw material.
So when the Rumanian army under General Mardarescu
had pushed forward to within easy distance of Budapest
and met with no serious resistance, the government in
Bucharest decided to occupy the Hungarian capital for the
time being and accord it the same treatment which
the Germans had given Bucharest. In this way the Rumanians
would be repaid for the damage which they had suffered,
for the Hungarian capital was at that time the only hostile
city of importance within the range of the Rumanian army.
The Supreme Council of the Allies in Paris knew the plan
of the Rumanian Supreme Command and was anxious
to prevent it from being carried out, in order that Hungary,
weakened by four years of blockade and two revolutions,
should not be deprived of her last means of existence.
The bitter resentment of the Rumanians that their country
should have been stripped of a great part of its wealth was
understandable, on the other hand it would be regrettable
if a country which had been in no way responsible should be
made to act as scapegoat. Then again, Clemenceau, Lloyd
George and Wilson were afraid that once the Rumanians
were in possession of the Hungarian capital, they would stay
there until they obtained further territorial concessions in
exchange.
On August 3rd the Rumanian vanguard reached the
village of Monor, an hour from Budapest, where a clever and
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